
Nebraska Corvette Association 

Meeting Minutes – July 11, 2018 

 

1. Call to Order – President, Dick Stephenson called the meeting to order at 
6:30 p.m. at The Elks Club 

 
2. Roll Call of Officers  

President    Dick Stephenson      Present 
Vice President   Linda Wilson-Weichbrodt     Present 
Treasurer   Jerry Wilson       Present 
Secretary   Bob Shriner       Present 
Governor    Bruce Rauscher      Absent 
New Member Coordinator Rich Faulkner       Present 

 
3. Introduction of Guests – Rich Faulkner  

a. James Bowen, 2017 coupe, blade silver 
 

4. Guest Speaker – Jim Knowles, Michelin Tires 
Jim started with Michelin in 1984. He is currently the Product Marketing Manager for OE 

High Performance tires in North America, based out of Michelin's North American 

Headquarters in Greenville, SC. He previously was a Tire Design Engineer for High 

Performance and Run-Flat tires and was part of the Development Team for the Michelin 

Corvette tires. He has served as a Test Driver and the Leader of the tire performance test 

team. For a number of years Jim was heavily involved in SCCA Solo 1 and Solo 2. 

 

Who is Michelin? 

• Michelin is No. 1 in world for passenger car tires. Heavy truck tires, earth 

moving tires, airplane tires – anything type of vehicle that has a tire, they 

can make a tire for it. The biggest tire is 14 ft. tall, 6 ft. wide and costs 

about $90,000 each. Make tires for F16’s – in the same facility that the 

Corvette tires are made in. They made tires for the Space Shuttle. Make 

about 6 tires a second, every day of the year. 

• The Michelin-Corvette relationship started 30 years ago. C3 Corvettes 

were the first test. Made special wheels so could make tires work for it.  



However, It didn’t quite work, so they concentrated on C4s. Then developed 

all season run flats for C5s, a very good product and some still in the market 

today. 

• In 2003, the story started changing. At Le Mans, Corvettes had good 

success in 2000 and 2001, they lost badly to Ferrari in 2003. All the teams 

that were beating them were already racing with Michelin tires. The Corvette 

Racing Team needed help and turned to Michelin. After the switch, the tires 

made a huge difference and in 2004 they won every race. 

• In 2006 Michelin proposed to GM to be the exclusive tire for new 

Corvettes. The tires were taken to the proving grounds to testing – against 

competitors – on the race track, shoot-outs, road tests, etc. Michelin proved 

to be the best all around tire. It took three years of development. 

• For the 2009 ZR1’s Michelin worked closely with Corvette to create the 

Michelin Pilot Sport 2 (still available today). 

• Again in 2011, GM opened up the competition for the exclusive tire for 

C7. After all the all testing, Michelin proved to be the best. It took three 

years of development. Several prototypes were created to dial them in. 

Racing results translated very closely to the C7 development.  

• How to develop a tire. It all starts with computer models that look at the 

car’s aerodynamics, down force, how the suspension changes and load on 

the car – then build the tire on the computer first – before an actual 

prototype (much cheaper). Can create thousands of models before the first 

mold is ever made. Finally, the actual tire model for the vehicle model is 

selected. A prototype is built, so they are able to test on a track and 

measure in the lab. Then with research in hand, they can refine and 

industrialize, build the tire in a plant. All high performance tires are built in 

the same plant in Greenville, SC. 

• Cut-away of a tire. Use Rayon in run flats because they run hotter. Can run 

at 180 mph and they feel just as stable as they do at 80 mph. Run flats for 



Corvettes are slightly different. They run with more neg. camber, so Michelin 

adds more reinforcement on the interior shoulder vs. exterior shoulder of 

the tire to get better grip in the corners. 

• Michelin runs several types of tread compounds on one tire, really tune it 

in for wet traction and dry traction.  

• Michelin is working with IMSA starting in 2019 and beyond, sports car 

series – from 11 teams to 115 teams running Michelin tires. 

 

 

Q&A 
• Are there 15” Michelin tires for older Corvettes? Unfortunately, tire 

technology of today has surpassed the technology of the older car (can’t 

handle it). There are some BF Goodrich offerings. 

• Why are run flats not repairable? Not all run flats with punctures can be 

repaired. If it’s in the outer shoulder, where the sheer is going on the belt, 

it’s a very tricky to repair. A puncture In the center of the tread better 

(repairable) 

• If you have the opportunity to buy tire insurance it is a good investment. 



• Do we need to pay attention to the “direction” of the tire anymore? No, it 

doesn’t really apply anymore, maybe some winter tires. 

• What about driving in low temperatures? In the winter, do not drive a 

Corvette below 20 degrees. 30 degrees is fine, but in either case, keep in 

mind there will be very little traction levels. 

• An All-season C7 tire is now available as a run flat – the Pilot Sport All-

Season 3+ – designed just for the Corvette. Better handling on run flats on 

Corvette, great comfort tire as well. 

• Tire pressure is most important thing you can do in terms of tire 

maintenance. Makes a huge difference in how the car handles and balance of 

the car. Remember, the higher the tire pressure, the smaller the contact 

patch is – and the less grip you’re going to get. So, run the right balance. 

You don’t want it under inflated or you’ll get over steer. 

• What about Nitrogen? It’s fine, it’s dry, less moisture. Won’t affect tire 

performance. Mixture of air and nitrogen is not a bad thing (better than NOT 

adding anything). 

• How long do tires last? If stored properly – not left in the sun, could be 8-

10 years. For sure get tires inspected by a professional if you think it’s time. 

• What about the longevity of RV tires? RV’s usually run with truck tires – 

designed to be driven everyday. Typically RV tires don’t get “exercised” 

enough. They can crack and have a shorter term (5-6 years). Heavy loads 

inside an RV can be an issue as well as towing. 

• Why are some tires noisier? The tread pattern sculpture of a tire is 

designed to be quiet as possible. For noise, they “angle” the blocks (tread) 

on the tires and change the sizes – so you don’t get a vibration and tone. 

 

5. Approval of May Minutes – There was a motion to approve the June 13th 
minutes by Mike McFarland, seconded and the motion carried. 

    



6. Treasurer’s Report – Jerry Wilson 
Jerry reported no change from May’s report. Jerry reviewed misc. expenses 
and income. There was a motion to accept the current report. Seconded. 
Motion carried. 

 
7. Old Business 

a. Independence Day drive to Independence, Iowa, Linda WW. Road trip over 
672 miles in 32 hours. Saw the fireworks, listened to a Journey tribute 
band, stopped in Des Moines for a Zombie Burger on the way home. FUN. 

b. U-Stop Mini-Show, July 6th. Super turnout, over 23 cars. Cool in the shade. 
c. Norm Dreager update. He was a member for 30+ members. His wife 

passed away in Phoenix. We’ll get an address out to everyone. 
d. Last month, Jan Anderson, the wife of a Corvette owner asked that we 

bring some Corvettes to her husband’s funeral and lined the entrance. 
Several NCA members were in attendance. We received a nice card from 
Jan. She was very appreciative and made a contribution to the NCA 
scholarship fund for $300. That’s what having fun and doing good along 
the way is all about. 
 

8. New Business –  
a. Haymarket Show, July 25 – Chad Christensen. 8th St. P St. to Q St., Q St. 

to R St, will be closed off. Show up after 3:00 pm. Will start parking at 
the R St end. Come on down early to help out, but no need to all show up 
early. Enter at 8th and R, head south. If you are sticking around after the 
show, please re-park your car parallel to the curb. 

b. Other car shows: 
i. Henderson Car Show, Henderson, July 14  
ii. H&H All Chevy Show, Omaha, July 15 
iii. Cruise Nite, Kearney, July 17-22 
iv. July 21-22, Camp Creek Threshers, Waverley 

 
Pick up a Car Council book from Kerry Fox or at the officers table for all 
surrounding area car show events. 
 

c. All-Corvette Show, Sunday, August 19th.  Dick checked in with committee 
heads: 

Advertising: Bob Shriner 

Sponsor Finders: Bill Terry, Bob Hegler 

Registration: Linda WW and Co. 



Silent Auction: Sharron McGinn, Ann Owens 

50/50 Drawing: Robin McFarland, Rhonda Wagner  

Pictures: Joan Kuegler 

PA and food concessions: Linda WW  

Restrooms:  Jerry Wilson 

Refuse: Helen Foreman 

Trophies: Jerry Wilson 

Judges: Dale Zimmerman, Brad Hillhouse 

Staging/Parking cars: Keith Wacker 

Signage/Set-up/Tear down: Dick Stephenson, Rich Faulkner 

Specialty cars: Bruce Rauscher 

Look for sign up sheets 

 

Notes for Silent Auction items – should be worth $25 or more. Please 
bring your item (preferably “new”) to next month’s meeting OR drop off 
at Ann Owen’s house OR call and Larry Owen can pick up the item. 

d. Czech Festival, August 4th. There is a request for Corvettes in the Czech 
Days parade in Wilber on Saturday the 4th. If you are interested, please 
contact Austin Brvsse at 402-989-2039. 
 

9.  Committee Reports 
a. Governor – Bruce Rauscher, no report. 
b. Scholarships – Arlyn Uhrmacher, no report. 
c. Corvette Museum – Tom Svoboda, no report. 
d. Golf – Jim Snyder. Fun, easy-going group. Every Thursday, local course. 

Jim sets up the time and course. See Jim to get on the email list. We are 
skipping July 12th, playing the 19th at Quarry Oaks. 

e. July 25th Social – Stan Dinges. Our June social will be our Haymarket Car 
Show. 

 

 

 



10. Miscellaneous Announcements 
a. October 6, Home Depot (south), 9:00-11:00 am Mini-Car Show. Home 

Depot is a big contributor to our car show door prizes. 
b. Terry Wagner and Rhonda were married last weekend. They drove around 

the mountains of Wyoming. CONGRATS!! 
c. Jim Martindale reported that Bruce Younglove and Johh Schmidt will be 

taking part in the Black Hills Corvette Classic. If you want to join them, 
you can meet them on Wednesday in Sioux Falls and caravan, or meet 
them in Spearfish on Thursday.  
 

11.  Voting on New Members – James Bowen indicated a desire to join the 
club.  There was a motion. Seconded. Vote was unanimous. We welcome our 
new NCA member.  

 
12.  Meeting Adjournment 

Meeting adjourned at 7:43 pm 

 

Respectfully submitted 

Bob Shriner, NCA Secretary 

 

 


